
‘Engaging States’
Emerald Necklace ‘Mountains to Sea’    

Natural Infrastructure 
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San Gabriel River

San Gabriel Mountains

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Angelesnationalforest.jpg
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Pacific Ocean

Los Angeles Basin – “Tree Vision”

Convergent Efficient Natural Infrastructure

30% of our Water
70% of our Open Space
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Alternative D

Los Angeles Basin = 2 Major Rivers
Public  Lands >10+M People > 125 Languages

San Gabriel Mountains/Angeles 
National Forest

Santa Monica 
Mountains Los Angeles

River

San Gabriel
River

Rim of the Valley

25% + of 
Total State 
Population
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We need to place a Human Face on Urban 
Infrastructure ….. now

‘STATE OF THE  ART’ INFRASTRUCTURE
Absolute Necessity of 
Systemic State Support 
for our Vision & Projects

PUBLIC HEALTH
• Access: Clean Air & Water, Green   

Recreation
• Social Equity
• Environmental Justice
• Nature Deficit Disorder
• Heat Island Mitigation

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
• Air & Water Quality
• Greenhouse Gas Draw down
• Biodiversity - E Flows

REGULATORY  COMPLIANCE  
• Clean Water, Air Acts
• Listed species

BEAUTY /CULTURAL HERITAGE
JOB TRAINING  

•Vibrant Economy
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Our Diverse Cultural Heritage 
= Los Angeles Basin’s Strength
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Multi – Objective 
Greenways – KEYED 
OFF Urban  River 
Corridors, Creeks 
Washes Streams

1930 OLMSTED BARTHOLOMEW PLAN FOR LA BASIN  

AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS MISSION  - ‘Mountains to Sea’

Parks 
/Green 
Schools

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES
30% of our Water
70% of our Open Space
Biodiversity
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Emerald Necklace Expanded Vision

USACE LA River 
Restoration Area

San Gabriel 
Emerald Necklace 
Case Study
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Convergent Infrastructure Planning 

Mountains to Sea

Multiple 
Objective 
Projects

Resilient Communities
GhG      Draw down

Active 
Transportation

Open Space
Recreation Access

Biodiversity
Habitat Corridors

Water & Air Resources
Stormwater Mgt
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State Engagements:
Partnerships w/ 
California Agencies 
• State Parks
• Fire & Forestry
• Natural Resources
• Water Resources
• EPA
• Transportation
• Rivers & Mountains 
• Coastal Conservancy

*California Strategic Growth Council
*Cal Fed, California Climate Ready
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Los Angeles Basin’s Biodiversity –
Endangered Species

MOUNTIN YELLOW LEGGED FROG

Mountains to Sea
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A. Affordable Housing 
Sustainable Communities

Challenges

B.  Transformative 
Climate Communities
Strategic Growth Council 

C. Climate Ready Grants
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California Bond Measures
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RIO VISTA PARK

DURFEE THOMPSON
PARK

PECK ROAD WATER 
CONSERVATION PARK

GIBSON MARIPOSA PARK

San Gabriel Canyon

Lacing NATURE into URBAN areas

EMERALD NECKLACE

LASHBROOK PARK

VETERANS MEMORIAL 
PARK
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First People’s Wisdom

Tongva Gabrielino Kich Tribe  LA BASIN  acknowledgement  & support
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CELEBRATE Natural & Cultural HISTORY

Emerald Necklace Expanded Vision
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California Strategic Growth Council  +  Partnership with Conservation Fund 

Los Angeles Basin Emerald Necklace Expanded Vision
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Emerald Necklace Jewel
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Engaging the State – Governor Brown

Vulnerable Communities Lack Capacity
• Non Profit Sector plays critical role in natural 

infrastructure development  -
• Yet State grants are designed for Municipal 

Agencies/ County Agency Recipients

– Grants do not cover Overhead Costs of 
Projects

– Reimbursement Based Grants w/ long AR 
Cycle

Challenges
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HELP!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

•We Need a Green 
Infrastructure 
Bank
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Green Infrastructure Vision 
LA BASIN
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Chicago 
Wilderness

Cleveland 
LEAP

Portland
Intertwine

Houston
Wilderness

Milwaukee 
Sweetwater

Los Angeles Basin

Bay Area Open 
Space Council

How do you Engage with your State?

Denver Front
Range

Heartland

Baltimore 
Wilderness

Nashville

Metropolitan Greenspace Alliance

NYC Metro

Boston M

Wash DC

Orlando

Miami

New Orleans

Atlanta  San 
Diego
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Metropolitan Greenspace Alliance

National Movement Efficient Natural ‘State of Art’ Infrastructure for Cities
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