


IS THE WATER 
BETTER OR WORSE ?

A citizen’s guide to water quality 
reporting



Dedicated to empowered citizens everywhere, who 
care about their water as though it were life itself (as 
indeed it is)…..



The Point of Citizen Science is to:

Empower grassroots citizens to act constructively
To provide authentic data that can be used to make change
To raise understanding of sources and causes of local water 
degradation
To ground truth and refute misleading reports 
To hold governmental and other feet to the fire
Provide forensic support to local watershed protection 
efforts



The difference between citizen science and 
governmental of sponsored science:

Citizen science:

• Immune to coercion and political pressure
• Usually cannot get defunded
• Focused on community problems instead of success 

stories or on science as an end-game



Problems with sponsored/subsidized science:

• No finger pointing
• Hazy qualitative or relative claims
• No trend data
• No systemic lens
• Low or no public health context
• (i.e. can you fish, swim or drink it?)

…conveys the impression publicly that the basic 
science is more important than the impacts and 
implications











































Conflict of interest ?

Chesapeake Watershed 
forums

Genon’s Greenwashing 
partners



The Fifth Wall













Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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