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Research into sand based manufactured soil
Trees in sand based soil vs Loam

Smiley/Urban 2014

Sonti et al 2014

Smiley et al 2015

Sandy Loam Soil

Sand Soil

PLANT PERFORMANCE…

Slide images from James Urban
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Nutrients

Soil moisture

Soil volume

Uncompacted 
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THE MAINTENANCE CREW DIDN’T KNOW THE PLANTS… ALL OF THE 
CARDINAL FLOWERS (RED & BLUE) WERE REMOVED BY THE CREW 
(MAINTENANCE WAS AFTER THEY FLOWERED); ACTUAL WEEDS WERE LEFT

Photo: A. English, Montgomery County MD DEP
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