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A Case Study of the Duwamish River





In 2001, the EPA listed 
the Duwamish River as 

one of America’s
most toxic waste sites.







Ensuring the Community has a Voice in the Cleanup of the 
Duwamish River

Proposed plan 
outreach and 
engagement 

resulted in over 
2300 comments 

in 10 different 
languages!









1. Duwamish Community 
Action for Clean Air 
project

2. Healthy River / Healthy 
Communities



1. Take Action on 
Community 
Revitalization 
Priorities that 
result in improved 
urban waters.

2. Collaborate with 
communities and 
decision-makers to 
accomplish goals

Examples of priorities: Open Space | Public Access to the River | Job 
Training and Local Hire for Cleanup | Expand Tree Canopy Coverage | 

General Neighborhood Beautification



Diverse set of official 
project partners 
representing federal, state, 
and local decision makers –
including organizations, 
government, and academic.

- Provide connections, ideas, 
and, at times, resources to 
address priorities.



Community Action Team!

- Drives the Project
- Who is on this team?

- Reflects the 
neighborhood

- Represents a diversity of 
interests

- Formed in 2014 with the 
launch of the project

- The catalyst was the 
release of the 
Duwamish River 
Opportunity Fund



How does the CAT work?
1) How will Prioritization Work?
2) Review past priorities 
3) Brainstorm!
4) Develop Action Plans!

1) Who could fund?
2) Where is the current 

momentum?
3) Who else might be 

interested in the project?
5) Prioritize!
6) Write the proposals and 

submit for funding



The 2015 Community Action Team
Idea into Actual Project

Now we need to create projects out of these 
ideas.  Example: Community Stewardship

What the 2015 CAT came up with: 
• Community capacity building by supporting the community in creating 

their own projects
• Regular park cleanups (specifically, Marra Farms and Desimone Park)
• Neighbors caring for roundabouts in South Park
• Addressing trash and graffiti
• Potential partners:

Duwamish Valley Youth Corps
SPNA
Organize neighbors into to teams for cleaning
14th Ave Businesses/industries could participate

• Built into project:
Mini-grants for neighbors to hold block cleaning/block party to 
launch cleanup effort



The 2015 Community Action Team
Step 4: What’s Next?

• We continue to work with community 
members to support their project 
implementation

• What about the proposals that were not 
funded or chosen to be submitted to DROF?
• They are not forgotten!
• What are ways we can incorporate 

these into our other funding proposals? 
• Ex: Community Stewardship

• Staying in touch with the CAT and Project 
Partners



Success!

Leveraged $1.1 million 
through this process –
resulting in an empowered 
and healthier community! 



Success!

Georgetown Urban Farm and 
Food Forest

From Scary Trail to Happy Trail!

Duwamish Tree Canopy 
Enhancement

A Few Others:
- Supporting local businesses in 

South Park
- Graffiti Removal in 

Georgetown
- Native Foods Program with the 

Duwamish Tribe
- Duwamish Valley Youth Corps!



Duwamish Valley Youth Corps
High priority need in 
2014: Youth Program, 
employment, and 
engagement.  

WHY?
Promote the health 
and safety of 
neighborhood youth 
and support and train 
new generation of 
family and 
community leaders



What?

12-week PAID program – Focused on 
scientific and experiential learning
Ages: 13 to 19 (includes mentorship program)

Train and engage youth in environmental 
and community health improvements; 

Address the Duwamish community's 
selected health priorities, including urban  
forestry, urban trail enhancement, green 
infrastructure, and stormwater controls; 

Provide meaningful, paid training, work 
and career pathways for local teens.



The Impact!

Highlighting health disparities to 
the Washington State Governor and 
the Mayor of Seattle

Working towards the health of 
their community!







Hannah Kett
hannah@duwamishcleanup.org
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